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and biographical, rather than an universal treatment of
the latter*. The sciences with which she has least affinity
are the pure sciences of the understanding, such as logic,
mathematics and jurisprudence. As yet there have been
no great mathematicians or jurists among women. Even
Shakespeare's Portia arouses our admiration less by the
juristic acumen of her judgment than by her splendid
speech on mercy, which is conceived in a truly feminine
spirit

Property, occupation, civic position and common in-
tellectual interests form a bond which joins the members
of a single family into a solid unity. They are the basis
of an unique social organisation, which is, moreover, the
most effective school of unselfishness and sacrifice. This
latter aspect of the family bond is especially prominent in
the relation of parents to children. The element of
reciprocal service, otherwise so valuable, interferes with
the development of perfectly unselfish impulses between
husband and wife. But the child is at first entirely helpless,
and for a long time afterwards is dependent on its parents
at least for the chief necessities of life and for its intellectual
training. The only return it can make for all it receives is
the pleasure of witnessing its progress. Hence childhood
has probably done more to combat barbarism and self-
seeking than all the influences of outward culture. Even
the mother who is morally a savage is at times stirred to
impulses of pure self-sacrifice by her child. And here is
where the wife has an infinite advantage over the husband.
For all these motives operate more strongly upon her, and
hence the pleasures that grow out of such feelings are
stronger and more permanent in her case. But no darker
shadow can fall upon the moral condition of any class than
the reversal of this relation of pure giving and receiving
between parent and child, the misuse of children from their